Frequently asked questions

CAN | FIT A FRONT TYRE ON THE REAR AND A REAR ON THE FRONT?

Avon would not normally recommend this fitment. If you do this however, due to the way tyres are
manufactured, you should reverse the tyre’s direction of rotation if you fit a front tyre on the rear or
a rear tyre on the front of your bike. During tyre manufacture, a length of tread rubber is wrapped
around the carcass and joined together with an angled bevel type joint. This joint is orientated so
that as the tyre rotates, this joint stays shut. As the rear tyre provides drive and the front tyre
provides braking, the joint is made one way for the rear tyre and the opposite way for the front.
Fitting incorrect tyres could cause potential MOT/insurance issues and may affect the bikes handling
capabilities.

WHAT TRACK PRESSURE SHOULD | USE?

Track pressures for 3D Ultra Xtreme are:
Recommended Hot pressures using tyre warmers:
Front - 32-34psi

Rear - 26-28psi

Cold pressures (no tyre warmers):

Front - 30-32psi

Rear - 24-26psi

WHAT SCOOTER PRESSURES SHOULD | USE?

28 front and 30 rear is good for the smaller scooters and 30 and 32 for the bigger scooters would be
a good suggested psi.

DO | NEED TO RUN MY TYRES IN?

Yes, when new m/c tyres are fitted, they should not be subjected to maximum power until a
reasonable 'running in' distance has been covered. 100 dry miles (160km) is the recommended
minimum (discount any wet miles covered). Tyre should then be visually examined and their
inflation pressure re-checked before riding.

WHAT IS THE AGE LIMIT OF MOTORCYCLE TYRES?

The British Rubber Manufacturers Association advise tyres should be used within 6 years of
manufacture. The tyre should then be removed after a total of 10 years. Avon recommend tyres
should be used within 5 years of manufacture. The tyre should then be removed after a total of 7
years.

WHY DOES THE FRONT TYRE APPEAR TO BE RUNNING THE WRONG WAY?

We call this Inverted Front Grooves. We have done a great deal of testing and research on tread
patterns and found the front tyre is better run in the opposite direction to the rear. The front tyre
has to deal with braking forces and the rear wheel with drive forces, which are basically opposite
forces. This may make the front appear to be running the wrong way round but in wet tests, we have



found that the footprint is not long enough for water to channel very far through the grooves, it just
needs to be expelled sideways quickly. By running the tyre as we do, we significantly reduce irregular
tread wear. This means that even when the tyre is half worn, it is still putting down the correct
amount of rubber on the road. Tyres run the other way round suffer from stepped and irregular
wear which reduces their footprint and effectiveness in the wet quite dramatically.

If you check out any of the latest sports radial tyres from any of the other main tyre manufacturers,
you will see they are all starting to do the same.

WHAT PRESSURES SHOULD | USE ON MY CLASSIC BIKE?

Due to the modern materials used in the construction of these tyres, we normally recommend 25-28
psi front and 28-34 psi rear.

WHAT TYRE PRESSURE SHOULD | USE WHEN RIDING WITH PILLION/PASSENGER?
We would recommend increasing pressures by 1-2psi front and 2-3 psi rear.
HOW DO | MEASURE MY RIM WIDTH AND WHAT DOES EACH WM REPRESENT?

To measure your rim width, measure inside of rim flange to inside of opposite rim flange.

WM1-1.6"
WM2-1.85"
WM3-2.15"
WM4-2.5"

CAN | MIX TYRE CONSTRUCTION FRONT TO REAR?

Yes, but only to the combinations below:-

Front Rear
Radial Radial
Bias Radial
X-ply Radial
Bias Bias
X-ply Bias
X-ply X-ply

This is approved only if the bike came with this combination as Original Equipment.



HOW MANY MILES CAN | EXPECT TO GET OUT OF MY TYRES?

This is difficult to answer as riding styles, torque etc. all contribute to tyre wear. As a rule of thumb:

Supersport 3,000 - 4,000 Miles
Sport 4,000 — 5,000 Miles

Sport Touring 4,000 - 8,000 Miles
Cruiser 7,000 — 15,000 Miles

X-ply 7,000 — 15,000 Miles

Looking for dependable motorcycle tires? Rely on Avon Tyres for quality and long-lasting products.



https://www.motorcycleid.com/avon-tyres/
https://www.motorcycleid.com/tires.html
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